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INTRODUCTION

Ovarian teratomas (OTs), rare neoplasms composed of endodermal, mesodermal, and
ectodermal derived elements (DEs), can occur in various species, including wildlife.l
However, there is limited knowledge about the occurrence of OTs in deers, with only 3 cases
reported in the Roe Deer (RD) [Capreolus capreolus].>> Here, we describe an OT in an RD.
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A 3-year-old free-ranging female RD in poor
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partially lytic fetus was present (Fig. 1).
Histologically, the ovary was replaced by a variably cellular, well-demarcated,
multilobulated, and polycystic unencapsulated neoplasm with expansive growth and
DISsEsUNE consisting of tissues derived from endoderm, mesoderm, and ectoderm (Fig. 2). The
SR endodermal DEs were squamous and columnar epithelial cells, delimiting alveolar and
bronchiolar structures, respectively. The mesodermal DEs comprised myxoid, fibrous, and
Presenting author: cartilaginous connective tissue. The ectodermal DEs included epidermal tissue, delimiting
Eleonora Brambilla large cysts containing abundant lamellar keratin. Numerous pilosebaceous units, frequently
S containing hair shafts, radiated from these cysts. One
mitosis was observed in 2.37 mm?. A diagnosis of OT was
made.
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CONCLUSIONS

OTs are rare neoplasms derived from pluripotent cells
rarely described in wildlife. Further reports will be useful
to better understand the incidence, cause, and impact of
reproductive neoplasms, including OTs, in wild ungulate

populations.
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